i7s8* j [ 1 wrote to y°u> yet alterã tion has happened in the ftate of our affairs, that nothing occurs to me relative to them worth com mitting to paper. This indeed I need not regret,, as one cannot fit down to any thing, that requires much application, but with extreme reluctance; for fuch is the debilitating quality of our violent heats at this feafon, that an inexpreffible languor enervates every faculty, and renders even the thought of exercifing them painful;
'Tis now about three o' clock 5 the fun bears nearly and did not in the nights fink below 89. 1 think it highly probable, that the inhabitants of this town breathe a hotter air than any other people on the face o f the earth. The greateft heat we had laft year was but 92, and that but once: from 84 to 90 were the ufual variations; but this is reckoned an extra ordinary hot fummer. The weather-wife of this country fay it forebodes a hurricane 5 for it has al ways been remarked, that thefe tempefts have been preceded by continual and uncommon heats. I muft acquaint you, however, that the heats we are fubjed to here are more intenfe than in any other parts of the province, the town of Savannah being fituated upon a Tandy eminence, and fheltered all round with high woods. But it is very fufficient, that the people aftually breathe fo hot an air as I deferibe; and no lefs remarkable, that this very fpot, from its height and drynefs, is reckoned equally healthy with any other in the province. I have frequently walked an hundred yards under an umbrella, with a thermometer fufpended from it by a thread to the height of my noftrils, when the mercury has rofe to io y ; which is prodigious At the fame time I have confined this inftrument clofe to the hotteft part of my body, and have been aftonifhed to obferve, that it has fubfided feveral degrees. Indeed, I never could raife the mercury above 97 with the heat of my body.
You know, dear Sir, that I have traverfed a great part of this globe, not without giving fome attention to the peculiarities of each climate j and I can fairly pronounce, that I never felt fuck heats any-where as in.Georgia. I know experiments on this fubjed are SD extreme T » . * extremely liable to erro r; but I prefume I cannot now be miftaken, either in the goodnefs of the inftrument, or in the fairnefs of the trials, which I have repeatedly made with it* This fame thermometer I have had thrice in the equatorial parts of Africa} as often at Jamaica, and the Weft India iflands} and, upon examination of my journals, I do not find, that the quickfilver ever rofe in thofe parts above the 87th degree, and to that but feldom.: its general ftation w.jts between the 79th and 86th degree > and yet I think I have felt thofe degrees, with a moiflr air, more difagreeable than what I now feel.
In ray relation of the late expedition to the northweft, if I recolleift right, I have obferved, that all the changes and variety of weather, that happen in, the temperate zone throughout the year, may be experienced at the Hudfon s Bay fettlements in 24*1 hours. But I may now extend this obfervation,; for in my cellar the thermometer ftands at B1,. in the next ftory at 102, and in the, upper one at ioyj and yet thefe^ heats, violent as they, are, would be toler-. ab?e, but for the fudden changes that fucceed them ., On the 10th of December laft the mercury was at. 86}. on the n t h it was fo low as 38 of the fame, inftrument, W hat havock muft this make with an European conftitution ? Neyerthelefs, but few people die here out of the ordinary courfe} tho' indeed one can fearce call it living, merely,to breathe, and trail,' about a vigorlefs body} yet fuch is generally our con dition from the middle of June to the middle of September.
Dear Sir, Yours molt affeftionately, Henry Ellis.
cm.
